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Die Masai. Ethnographische Monographie eines ostafrikanischen Semiten- 

volkes. Von M. Merker. xxxi und 456 pp., 89 Figuren, 6 Tafeln, 62 Abbild- 

ungen und einer Ubersichtskarte. Zweite verbesserte und vermehrte Auflage. 

Dietrich Reimer (Ernst Vohsen), Berlin, 1910. Mk. 12. 11 x 8. 

This second edition, enlarged and even improved, is a fitting memorial to 

one of the most truly inspired investigators that ever a primitive people has had. 

In the first edition it was clear that Captain Merker not only knew about the 

Masai but that he knew the Masai in the life they led. In the five years which 

elapsed between the first edition and this later production the reading public 

had advanced to a point where knowledge of the Masai was eagerly sought. 

The first edition of this work had been exhausted in three years and there 
was demand for something yet more complete. In his arduous duties in the 
Masai highlands Merker renewed his zeal, he found time, or made it, to plan 
the recasting of the former work with the addition of the store of material 
which he had newly acquired. Death in that fever-bitten land is never un- 
expected, but it came suddenly to this busy administrator and scholar. His 
notes, however, were in such orderly form that it has been possible for his two 
editors and friends to insert them in their proper places and thus to produce a 
new work which is abundantly representative of the plans of its author. It is 
ethnography of the best sort, it is written throughout from the outward glance 
of the man who practises each of the arts, who follows in his own intelligence 
each of the customs here so appreciatively recorded. Because the Masai, a 
nomad people within a wide range, are a Semitic folk, their ethnography has an 
appeal to the general reader far greater than would be the similar study of 
any other people of Africa. The condition of their life has been such that they 
tend to conserve the most archaic customs of the other wandering Semites. They 
are, therefore, most illuminative of the primitive beliefs of the people whose 
similar customs have undergone evolution from rigid monotheism into a mystery 
of triune monotheism which has become numerically one of the greatest of world 
religions though humblest in its beginning. William Churchill. 

Nigeria and Its Tin Fields. By Albert F. Calvert, xvi and 188 pp., maps 
and illustrations. Edward Stanford, London, 1910. 3s. 6d. 1% x 5. 
This volume is a pioneer book on the development of tin in this English pro- 
tectorate and, in the main, it is a prospectus of the properties. In Part I the 
early days in northern Nigeria, development by steamship lines and by the 
Niger Company, the beginning of tin washing and the discovery of the Bauchi 
tin wealth are briefly treated; next, the reports on the development of the tin 
industry and working the mines are discussed, together with the geological re- 
port, analysis of the tinstone concentrates, expert reports, possibilities of trans- 
port, topography and climate of the Bauchi province, and the question of labor. 
An examination of the commercial and political outlook follows. The tin de- 
posits are scattered over 2,500 square miles and the tin is considered better than 
the Straits' tin. The Bauchi province is over 3,500 feet above sea level, is hun- 
dreds of miles from malarial swamps and is a healthful and fertile district. 
The chief drawback is the inaccessibility of the field and the difficulties of 
transportation. The author discusses the cost of transport and enumerates the 
railroad lines of Nigeria. The Government is said to be projecting a line from 
the Baro-Kano railroad to the center of the tin district, about 125 miles. 
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Part II is headed "Particulars of Companies working tin properties in North- 
ern Nigeria." In this section, twenty or more companies are listed, each report 
being in the form of a prospectus, showing capital invested, naming directors 
and describing the areas under the control of the various companies. Part III 
is a copy of the new mining regulations for Northern Nigeria. At the end of 
the book and comprising about two-fifths of it, are pictures and plates. Among 
them are 234 photographs, mostly of scenes throughout Nigeria, four maps 
which show Southern Nigeria, Northern Nigeria and the railroad routes, and 
21 plans of the different tin fields. The book also gives much general inform- 
ation concerning the protectorate. R. M. Brown. 

ASIA 
The Call of the Snowy Hispar. A Narrative of Exploration and Moun- 
taineering on the Northern Frontier of India. By William Hunter Workman, 
M.A., M.D., and Fanny Bullock Workman. With an Appendix by Count Dr. 
Cesare Calciati and Dr. Mathias Koncza. xvi and 288 pp., maps, illustrations, 
and index. Charles Scribner's Sons, New York, 1911. 9j^x6^. 

This book is another memorial to the enormous labors of the Workmans in 
the exploration of the higher Himalayas. The special objective of the expedi- 
tion of 1908 was the investigation of the Hispar glacier and its tributaries. 
During previous expeditions the glacier had been seen and the border region 
had been explored to some extent so that the locality was not altogether a 
strange one to the explorers. The expedition left Srinagar late in May and 
early in June was at Hispar, near the lower terminus of the great glacier, by 
the middle of August reached the head of the Hispar ice field at Hispar Pass, a 
point which had been attained in a previous expedition, and entered Srinagar 
again in October. 

The book is a story of every detail of the journey, including the equipment, 
the problem of coolie transport and the arrangement for the commissariat ser- 
vice as well as the accounts of marches and attainments. The absorbing chap- 
ters of the book are IV and VII. In the former, the ascent of Triple Cornice 
Peak, 19,000 feet, by the way of the Haigatum tributary of the Hispar glacier, 
accompanied by all the dangers of snow-capped mountain peaks, is described, 
and what words fail to tell of this accomplishment is shown in well selected 
photographs. Chapter VII is the climax of the book in that it tells of the ascent 
of the Biafo-Hispar Watershed Peak, 21,350 feet. From a camp 19,100 feet 
high on the flank of the Peak, two parties set out, Dr. Workman with one porter 
to visit the lower summit and Mrs. Workman with three assistants to ascend 
the main peak. Mrs. Workman's feat in reaching the summit along an arrete, 
sharp and long, was magnificent in that it was successful. Much space is given 
to the troubles with the coolies and this is justified for the reason "that the pro- 
vince of the explorer is, among other things, to chronicle for the benefit of 
others the ethnological peculiarities of the inhabitants as well as the features 
of the regions he investigates." Like the other books of travel written by the 
Workmans, this book is beautifully illustrated with an abundance of photo- 
graphs, some of them teleophotographs and others panoramic views, which are 
carefully selected to explain various phases of the journey. An appendix by 
two trained surveyors gives us a scientific account of the glacier and its tri- 
butaries and adds great value to the volume. The map which is the result of 
their survey is excellent in itself and as a guide to the reader. 



